moreover for being God's Image, Queen of the Universe,
beloved by Angels, redeemed by Jesus Christ, an heiress
of Heaven, and temple of the Holy Ghost: a mine and
fountain of all virtues, a treasury of graces, and a child of
God. But these excellencies are unknown. They love her
perhaps, but do not love God more : nor men as much :
nor Heaven and Earth at all. And so, being defective to
other things, perish by a seeming excess to that. We should
be all Life and Mettle and Vigour and Love to every-
thing '3 and that would poise us. I dare confidently say
that every person in the whole world ought to be beloved
as much as this: And she if there be any cause of difference
more than she is. But God being beloved infinitely more,
will be infinitely more our joy, and our heart will be more
with Him, so that no man can be in danger by loving
others too much, that loveth God as he ought.

TRAHERNE (from Centuries of Meditations)

If yet I have not all thy love,
Deare, I shall never have it all,
I cannot breathe one other sigh, to move,
Nor can intreat one other teare to fall,
And all my treasure, which should purchase thee.
Sighs, teares, and oathes, and letters I have spent.
Yet no more can be due to mee,
Than at the bargaine made was ment,
If then thy gift of love were partiall,
That some to mee, some should to others fall,
Deare, I shall never have Thee All.
Or if th^n thou gavest mee all,
All was but All, which thou hadst then;
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